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EPA  chief:  Colorado  mine  spill  'pains  me* 

By  Michael  Biesecker 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  — The  head  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  said  Tuesday 
her  department  takes  full  responsibility  for  spilling  3 million  gallons  of  mining  waste  that 
turned  a southwest  Colorado  river  an  unnatural  shade  of  orange,  adding  it  "pains  me  to  no 
end." 

Gina  McCarthy  made  the  comments  as  her  agency  comes  under  increased  scrutiny  after 
federal  and  contract  workers  accidentally  unleashed  the  spill  last  week  while  inspecting  the 
abandoned  Gold  King  mine  near  Silverton,  Colorado. 

The  contaminated  water  that  flowed  into  a tributary  of  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers 
contained  high  levels  of  arsenic,  lead  and  other  potentially  toxic  heavy  metals.  McCarthy 
expressed  regret  that  the  spill  occurred  and  said  her  agency  has  "added  responsibility  here." 

"It  is  really  a tragic  and  very  unfortunate  incident,  and  EPA  is  taking  responsibility  to  ensure 
that  that  spill  is  cleaned  up,"  McCarthy  said.  "I  am  absolutely,  deeply  sorry  that  this  ever 
happened." 


Navajo  president:  EPA  says  spill  cleanup  could  take 
decades 


By  Susan  Montoya  Bryan  and  Ellen  Knickmeyer 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (AP)  — Townspeople  affected  by  the  millions  of  gallons  of  waste 
spilled  from  an  abandoned  gold  mine  and  now  flowing  through  their  communities  demanded 
clarity  Tuesday  about  any  long-term  threats  to  their  water  supply. 
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Colorado  and  New  Mexico  made  disaster  declarations  for  stretches  of  the  Animas  and  San 
Juan  rivers  and  the  Navajo  Nation  declared  an  emergency  as  the  waste  spread  more  than  100 
miles  downstream,  where  it  will  reach  Lake  Powell  in  Utah  sometime  this  week. 

EPA  workers  accidentally  unleashed  an  estimated  3 million  gallons  of  orange-yellow  waste, 
including  high  concentrations  of  arsenic,  lead  and  other  potentially  toxic  heavy  metals,  while 
inspecting  the  long-abandoned  Gold  King  mine  near  Silverton,  Colorado,  on  Aug.  5. 

EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy,  who  plans  to  tour  the  damage  personally,  said  Tuesday 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  that  she  takes  full  responsibility  for  the  spill,  which  she  said  "pains  me 
to  no  end."  She  said  the  agency  is  working  around  the  clock  to  assess  the  environmental 
impact. 
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